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Rep. Sherer Recommends Robert S. Robins for State School Funding 
Commission 

 
 

Stamford Member Added at Sherer’s Urging to Convey 
SW Connecticut Viewpoint 

 
 
Robert S. Robins, Ph.D., former deputy provost of Tulane 
University and a Stamford resident, has been named to 
Gov. M. Jodi Rell’s Commission on Education Finance, 

working to bring more fairness and equity to state school funding for cities and towns. 
 
Rep. Donald B. Sherer, R-147th, Stamford, New Canaan, recommended Dr. Robins to the 
governor for the appointment in order to have the viewpoint of Stamford and surrounding 
communities represented on the commission. Rep. Sherer had expressed concern for 
putting a local member on the commission as there was no one from Southwestern 
Connecticut originally on it.    
 
“It is an honor to have recommended a person of Dr. Robins’s stature to this important 
commission,” said Rep. Sherer. “His experience in political science and education will be 
a great asset to the work of the commission.” 
 
The bipartisan commission is focusing on the state’s complex Education Cost Sharing 
(ECS) formula grants to Connecticut municipalities. 
 
“Given the size of the Stamford school district,” said Rep. Sherer, “any changes to the 
ECS formula will have tremendous impact on one of our largest municipalities in 
Connecticut.” 
 
Rep. Sherer added, “I would like to reiterate that the school aid formula is broken and 
needs to be fixed. Communities such as Stamford have many educational problems in 
common with other large cities, yet these needs do not seem to be properly recognized in 
the current funding formula.” 
 
Dr. Robins earned a doctorate degree in political science from Duke University. From 
1965 to 2003, he was a member of the political science department at Tulane University. 
He was department chair from 1979 to 1990. From 1991 to 1997, he was deputy provost 
of the university. 
 



He has published widely and has served as a consultant for numerous governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations. He is active as a consultant and scholar, as well as 
participating in public life. 


